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Seamen’s Church Institute Commemorates the Sewol Ferry Victims :
Chaplain David Reid at SCI on the tragedy and the memorial service on April 16,2017

Seamen’s Church Institute of
Philadelphia(SCI) will have a memorial
service for the victims of the Sewol
Ferry disaster on its 3rd anniversary, in
tandem with Philadelphia People in
Solidarity with Families of Sewol
Ferry(aka SESAMO). Sewol Ferry
capsized off the coast of South Korea on
April 16, 2014, and took 304 lives,
mostly high school students on their way
to a field trip. Appreciating the SCI’s
effort to remember the disaster and its
victims, Philadelphia SESAMO asked
Mr. David Reid, the workplace chaplain
at SCI, to share his story and view on the
| .l - Sewol Ferry disaster, as well as SCI’s
plan for the memorial service on April
16. Below is the full interview.

(Mr. Reid with a yellow ribbon on his chest to honor the victims of Sewol Ferry
is showing the SCI Chapel to SESAMO members after a meeting in February)

SESAMO: Could you tell us when and how you first heard about the Sewol-Ho incident? How did you feel then, and why?

Reid : I remember hearing about the Sewol on the news. Having been to Korea many times with my first visit
in 1968 when I was in the Navy, I do have a sense of the country and the people. My youngest daughter Hyun
was born in Seoul and came to the USA when she was 4 years old. She is now 38, married with two teenagers,
so I see Korea today through the lens of my daughter’s life.

SESAMO: How have you been able to follow the news on Sewol-Ho for the last 3 years? Any specific news media,
or another channel you refer to? We wonder how people outside Korea follow up the Sewol-Ho news in general.

Reid : I am an Associate Fellow in the Nautical Institute, the global professional association for mariners and
so I am generally following all maritime news and events closer than most.

SESAMO: What does Sewol-Ho mean to you? (For a lot of Korean people who observed how the government
responded to the incident, it was a wake-up call to acknowledge and do something about the institutional
incompetency and corruption, as well as a tragic loss for which they all felt responsible.)

Reid : The Sewol incident is the consequence of complacency, from my readings of the excellent report done
by Yisug Kwon, Msc graduate student at MIT in February 2016, it is clear that what happened on the morning
of April 16, 2014 was the consequence of a series of events. There were many contributing factors and while it
may be true that the respective parties did not realize that their individual failure would lead to the tragedy, the
combined effect when aligned became the classic “Swiss Cheese” paradigm. The Swiss Cheese paradigm was
developed by James Reason in 2000. Reason put forward the idea that safety barriers would work as long as the
‘holes’ in the system do not align themselves. In other words had one of the participants in the Sewol story
prevented the ferry from being loaded excessively or not allowing it to sail over its loadline, then the barrier
system would have worked. However when all the holes in the Swiss Cheese align there is no barrier at all. In
many cases like the Sewol the root causes are systemic and that is why a thorough open and transparent inquiry
is essential to make sure that this can never happen again.

SESAMO: Does the Seamen’s Church of Philadelphia commemorate other incidents at sea like the Sewol-Ho
disaster? (Please name some of the incidents.) If so, is there any incident comparable to the Sewol-Ho case in
any ways?

People in Solidarity with Families of Sewol Ferry 5
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Mr. Reid, “a thorough open and transparent inquiry is essential
to make sure that this can never happen again”

(continued from page 5)

Reid : The Seamen’s Church does reflect on incidents like the Sewol, in the past we have been focused on
incidents that were closer to Philadelphia such as the loss of the S.S. Dorchester 1n 1943 (The famous story of
the Four Chaplains) with the loss of 674 lives and the loss of the S.S. Marine Electric in 1983 (Until the Sea
Shall Free Them by Robert Frump.) with the loss of 31 lives. However this year we decided to expand our
remembrance and recently we posted on our Facebook site the memory of the incident involving the British
Ferry, M.V. Herald of Free Enterprise which capsized at the entrance to Zeebrugge harbor on March 6, 1987
with the loss of 193 lives. An incident that has some similarity to the Sewol and Lord Justice Sheen who led the
inquiry said, “the company had been “infected with the disease of sloppiness" from the top down.”

On the night of March 6 the Herald of Free Enterprise left port in such haste with the bow doors wide open,
the seaman who was supposed to close them was sleeping and nobody checked, they just sailed out, the sea
entered the open door and the ship sank heeled over rapidly, many passengers were trapped in their cabins.

SESAMO: Please tell us briefly how you are planning to commemorate the 3* anniversary of the Sewol-Ho disaster.

Reid : We have agreed to hold a service of remembrance at the SCI Chapel, a purpose built chapel for seafarers
and the maritime community, we will unveil a ship’s bell with the name of SEWOL engraved on it together
with the number ‘304’ and the date ‘April 16, 2014°. The SEWOL bell will be permanently mounted in the
Chapel to honor the 304.

SESAMO: Are you familiar with the various activities led by the victims’ families, as well as other Koreans
both at home and abroad (aka 416 Global Network), demanding the S. Korean government to carry out
thorough investigations? If so, what do you think of those activities?

Reid : I have just become aware of the work that has been going on and I am inspired by the passion and
commitment that everyone has, this is very important work. Too often maritime incidents do not receive the
same press attention as other transportation modes, so somebody has to beat the drum.

SESAMO: We will truly appreciate if you can lend us, Philadelphia People in Solidarity with the Families of
Sewol Ferry(Philadelphia SESAMO) your kind advice for future activities.

Reid : Awareness and dialogue are the tools, the more opportunities you have to speak about the story, perhaps
to service clubs like Rotary and others who all look for speakers with stories of interest. Certainly the
anniversary on April 16" is a special time and again to mark the moment so it is never forgotten.

SESAMO: Please tell us if you have any message for the families of the Sewol Ferry victims.

Reid : In 1980, the British bulk carrier “Derbyshire” was lost with all 44 onboard including 2 wives of the
officers. This was the largest British ship ever lost The first inquiry held in 1987 concluded that this was a force
majeure event. The families did not agree and they formed the Derbyshire Family Association, they
campaigned for 20 years to discover the truth. In 1981, the British government had resisted a public inquiry but
the efforts of the Derbyshire Family Association caused the government to appoint an inquiry and after 20
years of persistence by the families, the Inquiry reported in 2000 that the cause was a combination of a design
fault and severe weather.

Quoting from the Guardian newspaper report: “The youngest crew member was 17 year old Adrian Stott, from
Macclesfield in Cheshire. It was his first deep sea voyage and his last words to his mother at Manchester
airport, when going out to join the ship were “Don't look so worried, mum, I'll be back.”

The tireless work that the Derbyshire Family Association undertook to force the Bristish government to hold a full and
open inquiry honors all those that were lost onboard the Derbyshire. Lessons and findings can then be implemented to

make sure that the future is safer for others, this is a tribute to those who gave the ultimate sacrifice.

* For further information on the Derbyshire case : https://www.theguardian.com/uk/the-northerner/2012/oct/04/
marine-life-transport , http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/england/1675801.stm
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People in Solidarity with Families of Sewol Ferry
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MEMORIAL SERVICE
3RD ANNIVERSARY OF
THE SEWOL TRAGEDY
M&3 &Al 3F7| 7|92

90 minutes to sink

304 persons lost life

9 persons still missing

1097 days passed without knowing why
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WHEN : APRIL 16TH, 2017, 4 PM-6 PM

WHERE: SEAMEN’S CHURCH INSTITUTE OF PHILADELPHIA
475 NORTH 5TH ST.
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19123

DINNER IS PROVIDED, FREE PARKING AVAILABLE.
MEAAMIL MSEH, BMS 22 F= AL /s L
29| philasewol@gmail.com / Tel. 814-777-4379

ORGANIZED BY SEAMEN’S CHURCH INSTITUTE OF PHILADELPHIA
PHILADELPHIA SESAMO - PEOPLE IN SOLIDARITY WITH FAMILIES OF SEWOL FERRY

People in Solidarity with Families of Sewol Ferry




